Practice locations of family practice residency graduates.
The purpose of this study was to examine the practice location patterns of 1970-1978 graduates of family practice residency programs. Comparisons were made between the number of graduates practicing in a region in 1979 with the number of all graduates during 1970-1978 from family practice residency programs in that region and with the number of all graduates from medical schools in that region who eventually completed family practice residencies elsewhere. The Middle Atlantic and West North Central regions showed marked decreases, while the Mountain, Pacific, and New England regions showed increases. The majority practiced more than 100 miles from their residency program. Most respondents practicing in a nonmetropolitan area moved outside of a 100-mile radius from their residencies. Most respondents practicing in a metropolitan area practiced within the 100-mile radius. Physicians were likely to be practicing in a community similar to their backgrounds.